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On the heels of Aurora High

School’s official celebration of its

selection for the nation’s prestigious

Blue Ribbon Award, principal Pat

Ciccantelli learned that U.S. News and

World Report had rated Aurora High

School among the top high schools in

the nation.  

The magazine’s “Silver” award, given

to only 405 schools in the nation,

became the second national award

bestowed on Aurora High School this

year.  The Blue Ribbon Award, previously

presented to AHS this fall, was part of

the U.S. government’s “No Child Left

Behind” program and is considered the

highest honor an American school can

achieve.   

“Our students, our staff, and our

community have so much to be proud

of,” said superintendent Russ Bennett.

“To receive national recognition twice

in one year for offering a quality

education in our schools is a testament

to the dedication and vision of our

school community.”

U.S. News & World Report, in

collaboration with School Evaluation

Services, Inc., a K-12 education and

data research and analysis group,

reviewed academic and enrollment

data from more than 18,000 public

high schools in 40 states to find the

best in the country, editors say.  

The evaluation team analyzed

student performance on state tests,

district performance on educating its

disadvantaged students, and curriculum

offerings of college-level coursework.  

Besides the Blue Ribbon Award and

the Silver Award, Aurora High School

has also been nominated for the

second year in a row as

a “School of Distinction”

by the Ohio Department

of Education.

AHS accepts U.S. ‘Blue Ribbon Award,’
then surprised with “Silver Award”
honors in U.S. News & World Report

Todd Zoellick, of the U.S. Dept. of Education,
visited Aurora this fall to present the nation’s
“Blue Ribbon Award” to Aurora High School.
He toured AHS with principal Pat Ciccantelli
and visited physics, computer, and government
classes
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As the holiday season approaches,
there are countless visual

reminders in our school buildings  of
the generosity of Aurora’s children.  

Our preschoolers and kindergarten
students once again launched their
“Giving Tree” project, adorning an entire
bulletin board with cutouts of their
“helping hands” that join with students
across the district to help those in need
this winter.

Earlier in the year, the children shared
their Halloween treats with those less
fortunate by giving over 325 pounds of
leftover treats to the Ronald McDonald

House, to Harvest for Hunger and to 
the Volunteers of America.

Harmon Middle School’s annual
canned food drive and their”Coats for
Kids” project  continues through
December 21.  This year, students will
donate hundreds of coats, jackets, and
hooded sweatshirts to needy people of
all ages, with their goal to top last year’s
donation of 650 coats. 

In cooperation with Portage County 
Family Services, students also participate
in the annual PTO “Giving Tree Project,” 
donating hundreds of gifts to needy
families for the holidays.
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Students reach out to help needy families
at holiday time

Leighton named a
‘Hall of Fame’ School

Students in Leah Gongola’s class at
Craddock Elementary School traveled to
Lake Farm Park where they enjoyed vis-
iting the animals and made fascinating
discoveries of the wonders of nature.

The Ohio Association of Elementary
Schools has designated Leighton

Elementary School an official “Hall of
Fame” school, an honor given to schools
that provide a positive learning environ-
ment and a quality educational program.

Principal Greg Pollock prepared his
school for a visit by members of OAESA,
who toured the building and talked
with staff before issuing a glowing
report of Aurora’s newest elementary
school.

“In talking with the staff, we dis-
covered they are data-driven with a

focus on student achievement that is
validated by their excellent test scores,”
said evaluators in a report that com-
mended the school staff for giving all
students an opportunity to get involved
in a wide range of clubs.

“In talking with the students, we
realized how happy they are to attend
their school and how much they
respect their teachers and their
principal.”

Leighton Elementary School, the
newest school in the district, houses
over 700 students in grades 3-5.

Craddock’s ‘Helping Hands’
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J ust about any athlete will attest to the
value of a coach’s pep talk in the lock-

er room in improving one’s motivation
and attitude at the beginning of the sea-
son.  For the boys basketball team at
AHS, however, what’s outside the locker
room also motivates and inspires them –
their games, their meetings, their daily
study tables, and their annual trip to
Broadmoor Academy, a school for men-
tally and physically challenged students
in Mentor.

“Going to Broadmoor for one day
changed me as a person,” said senior
David Marusic.  “Broadmoor showed me
how truly blessed I am just to be able to
do the simple things in life…to be
thankful for every ability I have, no mat-
ter how small.”

Marusic and other AHS basketball
players and cheerleaders, spent a day
with Broadmoor students, playing bas-
ketball, sitting in on classes, talking with
them, and sharing lunch.

“When we first arrived and walked
through the halls, the smiles on the kids’
faces gave me the best feeling inside,”
said junior Joe Taylor.  “It felt so great to
know that someone is so excited to see
you. 

Taylor said the smiles grew bigger
when they began to play basketball
with the Broadmoor students.

“Everybody scored and cheered for
both teams,” said Taylor.  “At the end of
the game, the score didn’t matter.
Everybody was just so happy to be
there.”

Broadmoor’s Adapted P.E. Instructor,
Ann Vespa said several of the Aurora stu-
dents swam with an older class of her
students and some helped with two pre-
school classes. Others played in the
gym, she said, helping Broadmoor stu-
dents with their shooting and dribbling
skills.

“They interacted as if they were play-
ing with their typical peers, which
means so much to my students,” said
Vespa in a letter to Coach Dave “Doc”
Munson, who started the visitation pro-
gram three years ago.

“What a difference you make when
you visit us,” she said.  “We fill the
bleachers with spectators, you lose and
we win, but no one really cares because
it is all about camaraderie and friend-
ship and helping others.” 

3Your Schools December 2007

AHS athletes learn life lessons from their 
mentally challenged peers

High-tech ‘SMARTBoards’ promote 
interactive learning in Aurora classrooms 

Students in Jennifer Bindus’ and Dana
Sabatino’s third grade classes have been
putting Leighton School’s new SMART-
Boards to good use this school year.  

The newly purchased interactive
technology, made possible by donations
from the Aurora P.T.O. is already proving
to enhance student learning.

“We believe the SMARTBoards will
enhance the classrooms with hands-on,
interactive learning,” said Elementary
PTO President Cindy Richards.  “ The
teachers can provide content-rich 

innovative lessons, address specific 
student needs, and create educational
excellence.”

Studies show that the interactive
whiteboards keep students engaged and
motivated and helps them retain what
they’re learning. Bindus says the new
technology also reaches students with 
a variety of learning styles including 
students with special needs.
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Lisa Roberto, Reading Intervention Specialist at Leighton Elementary, has
organized a “Fluency Club,” bringing high school student volunteers to Leighton for highly structured reading activities
that help to improve students’ fluency.  Many of the activities are based on Dr. Tim Rasinski’s Fluency Development
Lesson, and according to Roberto, are already making a difference in the progress of her students.   

Students at Craddock Elementary School are improving the earth by saving 1.90 cubic yards of landfill space in
their newly created Recycling Center.  Students can bring recycled paper to their green and yellow box at Craddock.
Help us save even more of our earth.

On Veteran’s Day, French students in Barbara Cook’s class read American soldiers’ perspectives on landing in
France on D-Day and made story boards to represent the stories they read.  They also recreated the stories in French.  

Students will travel to Quebec City and Montreal with Paul Frankmann during President’s Day weekend and will
stay with host families, while experiencing the Winter Carnival inQuebec.  

French students at the high school will celebrate Mardi Gras this year by holding a fund-raiser for victims of Hurricane
Katrina.

Third Graders in the the Goodman/Clapper Learning Center and the Bindus/Sabatino Learning Center have
flourished with the use of parent volunteers to implement the 6+1 Writing Trait philosophy. 

In the Learning Centers, students and parents are centered in small groups where each child gets to read his writing
piece of the week to fellow classmates. Peers provide feedback and suggestions for improvement. 

Students in Nancy Tyrell’s English class at AHS contributed exhibits for the Aurora History Museum in November
after researching Native Americans and creating power point presentations, ceremonial masks, shelters, dream
catchers, totem poles, makeshift buffalo hides and pottery. 

Harmon SEVENTH GRADERS traveled on Lolly the Trolley to downtown Cleveland where they learned about historic
neighborhoods, buildings and architecture and sampled various cuisine at the LaBoricana Spanish Market, Galluci’s
Italian Market, the Athens Green Market, and the Asian Market.

Preschool and elementary students put many in the holiday spirit with their winter concerts and their Holiday Shop, 
where students got an early start on selecting gifts for their families.

Class ACTS
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